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LYC Singing Safely in 2020-2021 
 

Introduction 

Lumina Youth Choirs’  mission has always been to offer passionate young singers the opportunity 
to explore and experience the power of music in their lives.  The implications of the current 
worldwide health crisis have moved us to reorient, redefine, innovate, and create new ways to offer 
outstanding choral music education and experiences to our singers.  Keeping the health and safety 
of our singers, staff, volunteers and audience at the forefront of our plans, we have envisioned the 
following structure as the start to our 2020-2021 season. (Please note, as more research and guidance 
from scientific and healthcare professionals becomes available, small changes to our flexible approach 
may be implemented.  We will communicate any changes in advance.) 

Our Rehearsal Plan – A HyFlex (Hybrid) Approach 

Weekly rehearsals will take place in two parts: 
1.  In-person, small group rehearsals (live streamed via Zoom) 
2.  Online, full group rehearsals (live streamed via Zoom) 

Registered singers are expected to participate in both sessions but may choose to attend both parts 
one and two virtually via Zoom. 

1.  In-Person (Thursdays) between 5:30 & 8:30 pm (Location to be announced) 

Singers will be assigned to small groups (cohorts) of 12 or less singers for in-person rehearsal, 
outdoors with appropriate social distancing, and physical precautions, in 60-minute blocks once per 
week. 

• 45 minutes of socially distanced (12 ft. apart) singing 
• 15 minutes for arrival, departure of each group 
• To maximize safety, these pre-assigned groups will “travel” together throughout the first 

half of the season 
• Rehearsal will take place OUTDOORS (weather permitting)  
• Indoor spaces will be available as contingency plan for inclement weather and for later in the 

season when darkness becomes a factor for the latest rehearsal block 
 
Singers who cannot attend in-person rehearsals can still participate via live stream or Zoom. 

Additionally, in-person rehearsals will be recorded and archived for viewing by absent singers. 
 
Since in-person time is limited, singers will be expected to work on learning notes and rhythms of the 
music at home.  Our time together will be treated like and honor choir where the focus is on 
polishing and putting the pieces together.  Choral Tracks and marked musical scores will be provided 
and stored online in Google Classrooms for each choir.  Directors will instruct and assist students 
with accessing these resources during the first virtual rehearsal of the season. 

http://www.luminayouthchoirs.com/
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2.  Online Virtual (Monday Evenings) time TBD 

 
All members of each choir will meet together online to synthesize musical concepts worked on 

during small group in-person rehearsals, improve musicianship skills, and participate in fun, 
community-building activities.  Although nothing truly takes the place of singing and learning 
together face to face, we are fortunate to have wonderful resources and innovative teaching tools 
available to support successful on-line learning communities.   

Singers will be provided with secure, password protected links to the Zoom platform where 
virtual rehearsals will take place. 

In-Person Health and Safety Protocols 

The safety and well-being of our singers, staff, and families is always our top priority.  Guided by 
feedback solicited from health care experts, the results of major scientific studies regarding safe 
singing during the pandemic, and recommendations made by the CDC, state and local government 
agencies, the following safety protocols will be in place for in-person rehearsals. 

Drop-off Procedure 

Verbal screening questions, contactless temperature check, and hand sanitizing will take place 
before singers are allowed to attend in-person rehearsals.   

Hand Sanitization 

Hand sanitizer will be readily available and hand sanitizing stations will be set up at rehearsal 
sites to be used as singers enter and exit. Soap and water hand washing will be available in restroom 
areas. 

Face Coverings 

Face coverings must be worn at all times by all persons unless directed by LYC staff.  Acceptable 
face coverings include surgical masks and cloth masks.  Singers masks must be clean and well-fitting 
with no gaps around the nose, chin or sides of face. 

Physical Distancing 

Singers must observe appropriate physical distancing at all times.  Distancing markers will be in 
place to maintain appropriate spacing between singers during rehearsals. Directional signage will 
indicate entrance and exit pathways. 

On-site Visitors 

In order to minimize possible exposure, only singers and parent volunteers with assigned duties 
will be permitted entry to rehearsal sessions.  Non-volunteer parents requiring assistance should first 
seek help via phone or email before scheduling an appointment with a staff member.  As opportunity 
allows, an informational station will be setup outdoors prior to the start of each rehearsal. 

Attendance 

Accurate attendance, as well as a written record of volunteers and visitors, will be regularly 
recorded to assist in contract tracing if necessary. 

http://www.luminayouthchoirs.com/
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COVID-19 Confirmed Case 

In the event LYC is notified of a singer, staff or volunteer with a confirmed case of COVID-19, all 
individuals who came in contact with that individual will be notified.  In the case of a singer, each 
choir member will be notified, and all members of the diagnosed singer’s cohort will remain at home 
for the next two rehearsals where they will participate remotely via live stream or Zoom. Attendance 
records and written volunteer logs will be referenced for contact tracing purposes and testing will 
occur prior to resuming in-person rehearsal participation. 

Fall Choir Offerings 

Current enrollment numbers support two choirs of no more than 36 singers each.  To begin the 
season, those choirs are: 

 
LYC Intermediate Treble Choir (grades 2 – 7), conducted by Judy Williams 
LYC Advanced Treble Choir (grades 8 – 12), conducted by Deah McReynolds 
 
As the season progresses and new registrations are received, those singers will be added to a 

Waiting List.  If space becomes available in either choir, new singers will be invited to move into the 
vacated spot immediately.  If a cohort of 10-12 singers in a given age range forms on the waiting list, 
they may be invited to form an additional choir. 

 
Kyla Bailey and Rodney Shores remain a vital part of our artistic staff.  As our enrollment grows 

and returns to Pre-Covid numbers, we look forward to expanding our offerings to once again include 
choirs conducted by these superb choral music educators. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted by The Board of Directors on August 12, 2020 
  

http://www.luminayouthchoirs.com/
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Alphabetical Listing of Links to Referenced Covid-19 Studies and Resources 

 

American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) 

COVID-19 response committee report 
Dr. Lynne Gackle, president 
LINK 
National ACDA COVID-19 Page 

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
LINK 

Choralosophy 

Episode 33: Risk Assessment for Group Activities with Dr. Amesh Adalja of Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security 
Chris Munce, host  
LINK 

Chorus Connection 

What does season planning look like amidst COVID-19? 
Tori Cook, director of sales and marketing  
LINK 

Erin Bromage, Comparative Immunologist and Professor of Biology 

The risks – know them – avoid them 
Erin Bromage, author  
LINK 

Hochschule für Musik Freiburg 

Risk assessment of a coronavirus infection in the field of music  
Claudia Spahn, PhD, MD, & Bernhard Richter, MD (Updated 6/05/20) 
LINK 

National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) 

A conversation: What do science and data say about the near-term future of singing 
LINK 

National Federation of State High School Association 

Preliminary recommendations from international performing arts aerosol study based on initial 
testing results (University of Colorado & University of Maryland) 
Kelly Miller & Jelena Srebric, lead scientists 
LINK  
 

 
 

http://www.luminayouthchoirs.com/
https://acda.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ACDA-COVID-19-Committee-Report.pdf
https://acda.org/resources-for-choral-professionals-during-a-pandemic/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
https://choralosophy.com/2020/05/07/episode-33-risk-assessment-for-group-activities-with-dr-amesh-adalja-of-johns-hopkins-center-for-health-security/
https://blog.chorusconnection.com/what-community-chorus-leaders-should-be-doing-right-now
https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/German-report-Risk-assessment-final-2.pdf
https://www.nats.org/cgi/page.cgi/_article.html/What_s_New/NATS_presents_A_Conversation
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/unprecedented-international-coalition-led-by-performing-arts-organizations-to-commission-covid-19-study/
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